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Dear Friend: 

Bous'e of sepres'entatibes' Apri l  8, 1957 

The Indians had a device f o r  punishing pr isoners  or t r i ba l  offenders which was known 
as running the g m t i e t .  The one t o  be punished w a s  required t o  pass between two l i n e s  
Pormed by the  men an2 women of the  t r i b e  and he w a s  beaten unmercifully with switches, 
c lubs,  whips or  some other p a i n - i n f l i c t i n g  instrument as he ran through. I was reminded 
of t h i s  form of pLmishmeqt last  week as I watched Congressman John Fogarty of Rhode Is land 
t r y  t o  mdlieuver h i s  zpproprlations b i l l  past  t h e  members of t h e  economy bloc who were tak-  
ing  siripes et it. Fogarty i s  Chairman of t h e  Appropriations Subcommittee which has ju r i s -  
dic-f;ion over ttlL funds f o r  the  Depayptment of Labor and the Department of Health, Education 
ard Welfere. A s  c m i r m m ,  he has the  t a s k  of shepherding the appropriations b i l l  through 
the  Pcme ,  a 6 l f f i c u l t  t2S l i  a t  bes t ,  but espec ia l ly  formidable a t  t h i s  time, for t h i s  is 
~ 1 3  0 r 3 i ~ ~ x - y  ycZ:r. T ~ I T  i s  the  year of the l a r g e s t  peace-time budget i n  the h is tory  of  our 
ndtion arld t h e  IJoust i s  d ~ t e r m i n e d  t o  beat  it down t o  ordinary size,  i f  it can. 

llost c c x ~ ~ r e s s ~ n  w i l l  agree t h a t  n o m e  i n  the Congress knows as much about these 
Depar-kneits 8 s  c?oes Pogitr';~. 
: J i l l ,  mcmk--;.s .ci:;tt'..i .vi%i r a p t  a t t e n t i o n  and admiration while he t r a c e s  the  progress which 
has b,iem made ir- rizs?arcli against  the k i l l i n g  and cr ippl ing  diseases  such as cancer, mul t i -  
p l e  ,sclerosis,  h?ar t  disease,  TB and th.e r e s t .  There has always been a f e e l i n g  t h a t  if  
Fngar-ty f aid tile ixoney ws needed, it w a s  needed, and those who dared t o  t r y  t o  hack a few 
dollars a m y  froi? ..'3g3:-tyt s programs were indignantly rebuffed. 

When he sakes h i s  annual v i s i t  t o  the  f l o o r  t o  explain h i s  - .  

3~1'~ this -iZr_e it wa:. d i f f e r e n t .  Even though the members l i k e d  John as much as ever,  
even -thi?ugh t h i s  w a s  Fogarty 's  b i lL ,  it s t i l l  represented a port ion of the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  con- 
t r o v e r s i z l  $72 'nill.inn budget, and vas therefore  vulnerable. 
the Apprcprlat,iom Coxmittee hed already s t r icken  $119 mil l ion from the $2.9 b i l l i o n  b i l l .  
T t  macie l i t t l e  dir ' fermce t h a t  the  President a t  long l a s t  had taken a f i r m  stand i n  support 
of h i s  bu.dg&. Thc zFa:rk f o r  retreiichmeLit s t ruck by the P r e s i d e n t ' s  own Secretary of the  
Treasury End T % v e d  by -:,he volizne of const i tuent  m a i l ,  had taken flame and was now almost 
as uaq,u.eachsblc a:; 2, x.nc'.smpt p r a i r i e  f i r e .  When Fogarty ' s  b i l l  came t o  the  f l o o r ,  the  
g a c t l e t  ha? s l r 2 i z d ; r  '>em formed by members with amendments designed t o  whip a piece from 
the S-J-1 m d  9ther.s who sup$Oi-i;ec! them I n  the  name of economy. 

It made l i t t l e  difference that 

m-endment follohec? ?.mcn&ent. The Office of the  Secretary of Labor, h i s  S o l i c i t o r ,  the 
B u r e a  of 'veteianr Compensation, of Labor S t a t i s t i c s ,  the  Women's Bureau, the  Wage and Hour 
Divisicn,  Lhz Food and Drug Rdainis t ra t ion,  the Public Health Service -- a l l  i n  quick suc- 
cession siiffered reductions,  some la rge ,  some s m a l l .  Time and again Fogarty took t h e  f l o o r  
seeking to  t u m  -',he t ide ,  but even he was voted down. 
CcxT-Lidrrzrt? vere i n  t h a t  appropriations b i l l ,  an amendment would be offered t o  cu t  them t o  
:evm - 9,: ii it vo71ld probal!ly pass!" 
'Gh? Food 2 n d  3rug Adriiinistrstion w a s  approved by a vote of 73-72 that t h e  House paused, 
shoal; i t s e l i '  ;..nCl decided t o  be more s e l e c t i v e .  

A s  one member put it, " i f  t h e  Ten 

It w a s  only when t h e  amendment taking $l,3OO,OOO from 

?n T i . b v s C ~ ~ J  a f t e r  two weeks of thrashing, the  debate w a s  ended and t h e  House was poised 
t o  c e l l  the r c l l  
'xban, 111 of -,bemy a r,ew record,  f o r  never before i n  the  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Congress had t h e  
ITouse voted so many times i n  one day. Members who had voted z a s i l y  f o r  economy by voice 
votes i n  the  Committee of the  Whole, changed t h e i r  minds on the  r o l l  c a l l s ,  and funds were 
--estor-e?. ror many of che agencies which had suffered s lashes  only a few days earlier. The 
;OCA ~ l i l  D-ug Xdr?ioist--ation TTas amorg these ,  as was t h e  Women's Bureau. The vote t o  cut  
$50 mi l l ioa  f?-oi,i the  Public Health Service program f o r  grants  i n  a i d  f o r  l o c a l  san i ta t ion  
f a c i l i t i z s  a n d  t h e  climination of water pol lu t ion  w a s  reversed. 
firial votz  was takeii, the  Xouse had trimmed the b i l l  i n  a number of instances,  but Fogarty 
wac; s z t i s f i e d  It was c lear  tha t  he had come through the g a n t l e t  with h i s  appropriations 
b i l l  scmewhat bloodied hvt  i n  the main mbroken. 

Four minor amendments were accepted by voice vote.  Then the  roll .  c a l l 6  

A t  6:30  that night  when the  

?'~)gal'ty might h?ve iiescribed h i s  experience i n  the  same way as d id  M r .  Jones i n  a story 
t o l d  by Abrahcm Lincolrl. 
badly henpecked. 
of h i s  met ' i i m  on t'ne s t r e e t  and sa<-d: 
t o  do it any longsr .  
horsewhiTped." jo;,es sinlrcd and pat ted h i s  f r i e n d  on the  back. 
saici. "Why, It hur t  mt. hardly a t  all - -  and you've no idea what a powerful l o t  of good it 
d id  f o r  my wife!" 

Jones w a s  2, r a t h e r  meek person and had the  reputat ion of being 
One day, when h i s  b i f e  w a s  seen switching him out of t h e  house, a f r i e n d  

"Jones, I ' v e  always stood up f o r  you, but I re fuse  
Lny man who q u i e t l y  takes  a switching from h i s  wife deserves t o  be 

"Don't be offended," he 

Your f r i e n d ,  

SIDNEY R .  UTES 
Member of Congress 


